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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 




Dear Sir: 

The following sections are being submitted for this Information Disclosure Statement: 

LIST OF SECTIONS FORMING PART OF THIS 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



1 . Preliminary Statements; 

2. Identification of Time of Filing; 

3. Statements with Respect to Listing of Information; 

4. Statements with Respect to Copies of Listed Information; 

5. Concise Explanation of Listed Information Items; 

6. Form PTO-1449; and 

7. Identification of person making this Information Disclosure Statement. 

8. No Fee Statement. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (37 C.F.R. § 1.10) 



I hereby certify that this correspondence and the documents referred to as 
enclosed therein are being deposited with the United States Postal Service on the 
date shown below in an envelope as "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 
Mailing Label Number EM003368766US addressed to the: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231. 



Date: September 5, 2000 
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1. PRELIMINARY STATEMENTS 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications, or other information of which Applicants 
are aware, which is believed may be material to the examination of this application and in respect 
of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. 

While this Information Disclosure Statement may be "material" pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, 
it is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent, publication or other information referred 
to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a) exists. 

2. IDENTIFICATION OF TIME OF FILING 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed prior to the receipt of the first Office Action. 

3. STATEMENT WITH RESPECT TO LISTING OF INFORMATION 

A list of the patents and/or publications is set forth on the attached page of Form PTO- 1 449. 

Each item of information contained in the accompanying information disclosure statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 37 C.F.R. 1 .97 
(e)(1)- 

4. STATEMENTS WITH RESPECT TO COPIES OF LISTED INFORMATION ITEMS 
ACCOMPANYING THIS STATEMENT 

A copy of each item listed on Form PTO- 1449 is attached to this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 
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5. CONCISE EXPLANATION OF LISTED INFORMATION ITEMS 

A concise explanation of the relevance, as it is presently understood by the individual 
designated in § 1 .56(c) most knowledgeable about the content of the information listed that is not in 
the English language is attached. 

6. FORM PTO-1449 

Form PTO-1449 (one (1) sheet) is attached on the following page. 

7. IDENTIFICATION OF PERSON MAKING THIS INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 

The person making this statement is the attorney who signs below on the basis of information in 
the attorney's file. 

8. NO FEE STATEMENT. 

It is believed that no fees are due. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
deposit any overpayment or charge any other fees which may be required by this paper, to Winstead 
Sechrest & Minick P.C. Deposit Account No. 23-2426. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Hugh R. KreSs 
Registration No. 36,574 
Winstead Sechrest & Minick P.C. 
2400 Bank One Center 
910 Travis Street 
Houston, Texas 77002-5895 
Telephone: (713) 650-2714 
Facsimile: (713) 650-2400 
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